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Critical Areas Regulations Update  
Draft 2 Public Comment Summary 
Updated 11/26/19 

Below is a brief summary of public comments received up until November 26, 2019, and staff responses.  Comments have been grouped by theme/ issue.  Complete written public comment letters can 
be viewed here (https://www.anacorteswa.gov/DocumentCenter/Index/1267) and should be consulted for full details and context.    

Issue / 
Key Words 

Comments summary Draft 2 reference Staff Comments 

General Comments not associated with a specific section 
Update timing 
and deadline 

Multiple commenters requested additional time for the 
process.   

n/a Comments continue to be accepted and the proposed project schedule has been extended to include 
additional Planning Commission meetings and opportunities for public input.    

Removal of 
Introduction 

Comment received is disappointed in the elimination of 
local knowledge, values, and interest in the new Draft 2. 

n/a Staff recommends removing these sections from the code as they are not specifically code language. 
They can be added in the end as appendices, or moved to guidance documents or comp plans.  

Overall 
weakening of 
CAO 

Commenter felt that the proposal will weaken the critical 
areas ordinance. 

n/a The critical area regulations have been edited to tighten up language and clarify confusion, and overall 
improve critical area protections.  

Overall 
weakening of 
CAO 

Comment received expresses disappointment with the 
Draft 2 and does not believe critical area regulations 
should be eliminated.  

n/a The critical area regulations have been edited to tighten up language and clarify confusion, and overall 
improve critical area protections. 

Support of Dr. 
Barnes 
Comments 

Comment in support of Dr. Barnes concerns. n/a Noted by staff. 

Support of Dr. 
Barnes 
Comments 

Commenters would like to endorse the comments of Ross 
Barnes and Evergreen Islands.  

n/a Noted by staff. 

Roles of the 
planning dept. 

Commenter is concerned with the roles of both the 
Planning Staff and Planning Commission.  

n/a Noted by staff. 

Development Commenter is concerned that the Draft CAO allows 
uncontrolled development in critical areas.  

n/a The critical area regulations have been edited to tighten up language and clarify confusion, and overall 
improve critical area protections. 

Meeting 
Packets 

The commenter is concerned with the packet availability of 
the packet material.  

n/a The packet material has been posted as presented with the agenda bill.  Draft 2 was provided during 
the 10-23 meeting packet.  

Meeting 
Packets 

The commenter is concerned the agenda bill does not 
match the packet materials.  

n/a The packet material has been posted as presented with the agenda bill.  Draft 2 was provided during 
the 10-23 meeting packet. 

Timeline of 
CAO process 

Concerned with the fast timeline and the spirit of open 
government.  

n/a Comments continue to be accepted and the proposed project schedule has been extended to include 
additional Planning Commission meetings and opportunities for public input.    
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